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Some basic concepts

Morpho-phonological alternations: a problem

target
trigger

morphological phonological

morphological
good ∼ be(tt)- cats’ *[kats-Iz]
go ∼ wen-t oxen’s *[Aks@n-∅]

phonological
s[I]ng ∼ s[A]ng walk-[t]
c[A]tch ∼ c[O]t lov-[d]

Which alternations can plausibly be considered
to result from operations?

listing accounts:
lists (iff morpho-phonological)

operational accounts:
operations (iff regular)
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A present a cross-dialectal study on the allomorphy of
determiners in Italo-Romance (IR), and

B argue that the within- and between-dialect distributions of IR
determiners are regular, though being morpho-phonologically
sensitive.

C Ultimately, I will argue that only operational accounts
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definite determiner

SI D[-fem,-pl] ↔ { il, lo }
Veneto D[-fem,-pl] ↔ el

Emilia Romagna D[-fem,-pl] ↔ al

Rome D[-fem,-pl] ↔ { er, o:, l }
Salento D[-fem,-pl] ↔ l

...
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Possible analyses

Option 2: morpho-phonological leakage

Operational analysis

morphologically-conditioned phonological operations are
allowed, iff they are regular, that is:

A predictable
B general (i.e., non item-specific)
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×
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×
N

R

σ

(s

×
t

×
u

×
N
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σ
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Take-home message(s)

Allomorphy of IR determiners teaches us that:
1 we can’t escape from morpho-phonology without falling back

on

1 theoretical failure because of the risk of missing cross-dialectal

generalizations, and

2 ad-hoc solutions that complicate the grammar with no evident

reason,

2 operational accounts can account for the wide-ranging
variation by allowing for micro-parametric activation of
morpho-phonological rules.
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